Service needs of children with disabilities and their families.
A survey of 1527 families receiving the Child Disability Allowance was undertaken. There were substantial unmet needs for home help services, respite care and equipment. Satisfaction with services, particularly therapy, and respite care facilities was less than optimal. Many families also lacked knowledge about resources available to them. Improvement in the quality and availability of services is essential as is dissemination of information about available facilities.